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Frolicking  with the SI  Ballet
Artistic  director  Ellen  Tharp's  latest  piece  is  all  about  grace  and  joy  danced  by  pretty  creatures

Tuesday, March 28, 2006
By  MICHAEL  J.  FRESSOLA
ADVANCE  STAFF WRITER

Dragging its feet a little, spring finally arrived in a froth of pastel tutus Saturday at the Staten Island Island
Ballet's Vienna Frolic, a seemingly light-as-whipped cream confection by founding artistic director Ellen
Tharp.

The piece, an expansion of an earlier work, is just a delectable response to some waltzes and Strauss
polkas -- but that's more than enough. It's all  about grace, youth and joy danced by pretty creatures.

This level of ease while executing floating leaps and bits of complicated footwork doesn't come easy. But
the dancers (Abril  Anchonado, Jacqui Dean, Laura DiOrio, Ichiko Nakajima, Megan Philipp, Emily SoRelle
and Andrea Wachholtz) made it all  look smooth.

In a star turn as the only man in the picture, guest artist Vitali Krauuchenka pulled off some powerful leaps
and turns. He didn't nail every landing, but the ones he aced were great to see.

This piece and the other two works in the first half of program were probably familiar to company fans from
past summer programs at the College of Staten Island.

Zavavy, (Benajamin Briones, choreographer) took the evening from spring to the sultry Caribbean, where
two men (who double as drummers) attempt to enlist the attention of a pretty girl, Ursula Verduzco. She's
only half interested at first.

This modern dance work (not on pointe) gave the men a chance to show off muscular moves and much
good-natured personality.

One of them drifted off apparently. When we get our last glimpse of the other, Frank Johnson, he's tearing
off after Ms. Verduzco who wasn't running very fast.

Ballet master Ivan Baretto's Pride, done to an anonymous piece of North Africa/Afro-pop was a sultry,
sinuous exercise for four women.

The second half of the evening headed for completely different territory, to a dimly lit lounge called Duke's
Place. The house band turns out to be a great jazz ensemble called the Hi-Tops, led by guitarist and
composer Ben Sher, who lives in St. George and teaches in Boston (where the band formed 15 years
ago.)

Several stories are underway at Duke's. The boss guy (Frank Dellapolla) has an ex-girlfriend (Megan
Philipp) who is not so happy to be history. He also has an inexperienced new interest, Emily SoRelle, who
is clearly over her head.

There's a story, naturally, at Duke's. There's a posse pretty, scantily clad call girls who are looking to get
into legit show business and a janitor and a bartender with some dreams of their own.

Aaron Nicholas and Ms. Anchondo were especially well-matched in I Put a Spell on You. The dancing
became so heated, nervous jitters broke out among teen-agers in the audience. Similar heat came later
from Frank DellaPolla and Ms. SoRelle in Pas de Deux.

Some threats -- fights and maybe even some gunplay -- seemed imminent, but they evaporated allowing
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the whole company to do a joyous production number to In the Mood.

Ivan Barretto, who choreographed, has some good ideas for Duke's Place, ( as in Ellington, perhaps)
although the piece could use some tightening. With long movement-free sections, the piece sometimes
feels like a play without text or dialogue.

Ingeniously, taped music alternated with live music. But even in sections, live playing changes everything,
adding excitement all around.

It's about time that the Island's foundations made sure that Ms. Tharp's excellent dancers have more
access to it. If there were any question of the company's ambitions or value, last weekend's newly revived
spring season (at the College of Staten Island's Center for the Arts) settled them.

Michael J. Fressola is the arts editor for the Advance. He may be reached at fressola@siadvance.com.

© 2006 Staten Island Advance

© 2006 SILive.com All Rights Reserved.


