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AP Calculus BC & AP Statistics Course Policy Statement

1.                 Course Objectives:  Students will study the fundamentals of Calculus and Statistics and be well prepared for the Calculus BC and Statistics AP Exams in May.  Students will study the BC Calculus in the first 2 quarters and the AP Statistics material in the 2nd and 3rd quarters.  Significant review time will be provided for both AP exams in the 4th quarter before the AP exams in May.


Students will develop new problem solving skills, apply technology (graphing calculators), and learn to be creative and disciplined in solving difficult problems.  Students will be able to analyze data  and to draw conclusions from a well designed experiment that recognizes the variability in the data as described by the underlying probability and statistics.

2.                  My philosophy:  I am a mathematics teacher because I believe the subject challenges the student to think analytically and to be creative and disciplined in solving difficult problems.  . Mathematics is the art of solving these problems.   Mathematics is also the language of science.  Physics, Engineering, and Computer Science are but a few examples of fields that rely on mathematics.  Learning the language of mathematics to work in such fields takes discipline and practice.

3.                  Regulations:  All Students should:
         Be familiar with, and abide by, the regulations and responsibilities listed in the St. Charles Student Handbook. 
         Act as Adults and treat each other with respect and fairness.  Treat others as you would want to be treated yourself.  
         Give your best effort each day (and then work harder).   
4.                  Preparation:  Students will report to class with the appropriate materials.  At a minimum, these include: pencil/pen (don’t use pens when working math problems), paper, calculator, and assignment notebook. Classroom texts will be provided each day unless otherwise announced. Staying current with homework assignments is essential to success in Calculus.   This allows the student to know what parts of the previous lesson they did not understand and enables productive questioning at the next class.  Pre-reading the day’s lesson topic(s) is the best way to prepare for class. This allows students to formulate, in advance, the questions they have for the new material.

5.                  Homework:  This is the most important part of any mathematics course, but is especially crucial in junior and senior-level courses. In these courses, you will be making (or possibly continuing) the transition from concrete to abstract thought. This takes quite a bit of practice, trial and error, and reflection. Since homework is the primary vehicle through which these are achieved, it will be assigned daily. It is imperative that all problems are attempted in a neat and organized fashion, so that I may more easily and appropriately help students with any difficulties they may encounter.  Short Homework Quizzes will be given regularly and are weighted as 5% of your grade. 

6.           Quizzes:  Quizzes will always be announced and will require a full class period.  Typically there will be 2 quizzes between unit tests.  The difficulty level between quizzes and tests will be similar the difference between the two assessments being that tests typically cover a full unit of material.

7.
Tests:  Tests will be announced as far in advance as is practical. If you know that you will be unable to take a test at the prescribed time, you must notify me as soon as you become aware of that fact.  If you do not do this, you remain responsible for taking a makeup test, but 20 points may be deducted from your score.  If you are absent from a test due to some unforeseen circumstance, you must arrange to make up the test as soon as possible.

8.                  Grades:  Points will be assigned to each assignment and assessment with the overall grade contributions weighted as below for the quarter grade.  

1st-2nd Quarter Grade:
Homework Quizzes 5%

Quizzes:

    45%

Tests:

    50%

3rd Quarter Grade:
Homework Quizzes 5%

Statistics Activities 10%

Quizzes:

    35%

Tests:

    50%

4th Quarter Grade:
Total Points

Daily Review Quizzes: 5 pts

AP Review Tests: increased weighting until AP test in May
    

9.)  .           Cheating:  Any student getting or giving answers during quizzes or tests is considered to be cheating.  This passing of answers is characterized by:

cheat sheets, textbooks or electronic resources, cell phones, stray looks or remarks concerning a fellow student’s paper, or conversation in the halls about the assessment to the incoming/outgoing Calculus class.


Students cheating are subject to the punishments outlined in the handbook.
10.
Tutoring:  Timely tutoring is highly encouraged to address confusion early before problems develop.  If I fail to address a subject adequately in class, or if you would simply like to clarify something, please stay after class for clarification.  Tutoring is not meant to replace preparation for—and attentiveness in—class, however.  Bring specific problems/concerns, and the work you have attempted. It is critical for you to “know what it is that you don’t know”. Once you do, I will do everything I can to help you.  
I am available everyday after school until 4:00 unless otherwise stated.  
11.         Contact Information: 
Home Phone:  766-8242  (before 8:00 PM)

Email:  adejaco@columbus.rr.com, adejaco@cdeducation.org

