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As Eye See It 
District Governor John Tolos 
 
 Happy New Year to everyone in District 13H. Like you, I made some 
New Year’s resolutions that I plan on working hard to make happen. 
Number one is to watch what I eat and to exercise more; number two 
is to appreciate all the blessings I enjoy; and number three to never 
turn my back to those that mean a great deal to me. Not only friends 
and family, but those disadvantaged people that I sometimes serve one 
day before forgetting them the next and moving along to the next 
crisis, the next phone call, the next desperate person or family needing 
my help or guidance. 
You see, too often we extend a helping hand and move on quickly to 
something else. But providing one good meal doesn’t eliminate 
hunger. It’s no more than a finger stuck in the proverbial dyke. We 
need to revisit and to rethink what we do, why we do it, and how we 
can continue it. 
I recently revisited the low vision clinics I helped create in South 
America, and as I spoke to a large group of doctors and villagers, I 
remembered back to how happy the poor people were six years ago 
when we first opened the doors and the doctors finally addressed 
countless vision problems. And now those same people are bringing 
their children in for care. The clinics still operate efficiently. Doctors 
and med students still happily donate their time and skills. The endless 
numbers of poor are still served and gratitude is everywhere. 
My most recent trip to northern Thailand reflected the same 
experiences. We not only fed the poor people in the mountains, but 
showed them how to take care of their families, improve their 
nutrition, make a better living – all centered around clean water. 
Today, they continue their lives – still difficult – but with hope, 
empowerment, and progress.                             Continued next page 
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Fellow Lions, Lioness, and Leos of Dist 13H welcome to 2012! Now is an excellent time to 
review our plans we set back in July and see how we are faring. We can adjust to overcome 
those objectives that somehow got away from us. We can congratulate ourselves on those 
things which we surpassed our first expectations (Our 1ST Pancake Day). And then plan on 
how we can build on that platform. I urge you to take these opportunities to complete this 
year on a peak for your club! 
Lion Rob Brock, our Youth Chair is actively trying to build our Leo Club Program. We 
should have more Leo Clubs than the three that we have. Have him help with the formation 
of one in your community. To underscore this point on Thursday, Mad River will be 
inducting new members. Three of them will be from the Leo club in their community. 
Congratulations Mad River. 
A Leo becoming a Lion already understands what Lionism is about and wants to continue to 
be part of Lions International and serve their community. This is a much easier bale to lift 
than cold calling in your community. 
As a District, we still have much to undertake in the coming months. Our tree planting 
project, the Children at the symphony, Winter Retreat for some, Zone meetings, and our 
District Convention all will require some effort to be successful.  
For District Convention, I’d like to request at least on Delegate from each club be in 
attendance for the business session. Of course, I’d appreciate your vote for Governor too. 
Well there we are. Off into a 2012, a year like we have never seen before, and we can shape 
it and improve on the past! 
Good Luck ALL! 
 
Lion Frank  

 
We are trying hard here in SW Ohio to not only help the underserved, but 
also to bring attention to what we do as Lions. This requires constant 
“selling” of ourselves and our mission. Publicity surrounding our very 
successful Pancake Breakfasts, the upcoming Tree Planting Project, and 
even the Cincinnati Pops concert for the blind children and their families is 
great for our visibility, but don’t forget that we have to leverage the 
notoriety we get as a result of these special events by asking our friends, 
our employees, people we go to church with, even strangers to join us in 
our continuous march to help the disadvantaged and to make our 
communities better places to live. 
The message here is to work as hard at being a Lion as you work at being a 
good neighbor or family member. We don’t have the luxury of turning our 
backs to those in need or a project that needs tackling. I’ve often said to 
you that this service thing is in my DNA – and in yours. Let’s get some 
new members this New Year – a lot of them. Let’s continue to Hold the 
Line and to show just how much a “little District” can accomplish. 
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District 13H 
                                                                            

Think Trees 
 

 
All Club money is due, you know where to send it 

                 
This is our International President’s project and our District Governor has picked up the cause so let’s all 

pitch in and support this project. 
 

 Zone 3:  Zone Meeting January 17 6:30 PM at the Carlisle Lions Den. RSVP to ZC Roger Dixon, dinner cost 
$12.00 payable to Carlisle Lions. 
 
Cincinnati Downtown Lions Club: Murder Mystery dinn er, For Info Email phelpsms@yahoo.com  
 
District’s February Cabinet Meeting: moved to Antioch Shrine Temple 107 E. 1St. Street Dayton, Oh. 45402 
 
Get-em fast Cincinnati Pops Orchestra, Disney in Concert-Magical Music from the Movies. Sunday 
February 19 at 2pm. $51.95/ea. If we buy enough tickets the parents of the sightless children will get in free. 
That’s a two for one deal. So let’s all go to the Pop’s. Info has been sent out lets send in the checks. 


