"WINDOWS VISTA" - INSTALL, SET-UP & CUSTOMIZE ©

Jim McKnight windowsVista_Install.lwp revised 1-27-2009
Make sure the Network Cable and all Printer Cahtesdisconnectefiilom the P/C.

. Install WINDOWS VISTA from your Restore or WindowD. (If this is a brand new PC,

start at step 2c.)

a. See www.blackviper.comfor step-by-step install.

b. If asked, uncheck the box that sayi& Automatically activate Windows when I'm onling('You should wait
until all hardware is recognized and running undésta before activating. You have 30 days. ).

C. User Accounts: The Account you create during ihstall be an Administrator Account. Use a Userriva like
Admin - Jim(and a password if desiredY.ou will add your Standard User Account later fridra Control
Panel.)

d. Enter a Computer Name (something like DELL8400-8@& choose a Desktop background for the
Administrator User Accoun{A Computer Description (ie: Jim's Dell P@ill be added after install.)

e.Windows Update Options: Click "Ask me later".

f. If asked for your Location; For a Laptop, selgetiblic Location". For a Desktop PC, select "Home".

g. When Vista is done with all the "Install" reboogsu will end up at the Welcome Center of your Admi
Account.

h. If Norton Internet Security is on your computespiggest you uninstall it now.

I. Create your main User AccourBténdard user, not Administrator). (Control Panel > Add or rereayser
accounts > Create a new account.). Pick your pegféAccount Name at this time. This is for the éawt that
you plan to use all the timéVarning: Plan to never change the account namgoufdo, the C:\Users\<Your
Username> Folder name will not change.

. SERVICE PACK 1:If you have an SP1 CD/DVD, install it now then reho
. CUSTOMIZE THE MAIN "STANDARD USER" ACCOUNTLog in to the main "Standard user"

Account that you just created (above) and contisitie all the following steps:

. SYSTEM PROPERTIES optimizations:
a. POWER PLAN: (Control Panel > System and Maintenance > Povpio0s)
1) Set "Power Plan" to High Performance (unless youariot on batteries), then customize settings as
desired: The "Power Button" action, the "Close Lagtion, "When to turn off the display" action, "@fh
the computer sleeps" action, and "Adjust the displightness".

2) Close the Power Options window with Red X or thelBautton€.

b. COMPUTER NAME: (Control Panel < System and Maintenance > System).
1) Verify the Computer Name is what you want: (ie: RBU00-PQ, the Description is correct: (ie: Jim's Dell
PO, and the Workgroup is correct: ie: JIMHOMBOote: All Workgroup Names on a home network
should be exactly the same. To change, click theaAded system settings button.

. DISPLAY/DESKTOP Set-up(Control Panel > Appearance and Personalization ergonalization)
a.MISC SETTINGS:
1) DISPLAY SETTINGS: (Control Panel > Appearance and Personalization ergonalization > Display
settings).

i. Click the Advanced Settings button, and on the “Mwnt Tab, make sure the Monitor Type matches
your Display. If it is only identified as "Generiot "Default", you need to install the correct ntoni
driver using the CD that came with your Monitfinsert CD, click Properties > Driver Tab > Update
Driver).

ii. Monitor Tab, make sure to check the b& Hide modes that this monitor cannot display”

iii. Monitor Tab, select the highest available refreatk for your displayat least 75 Hz, if possible)

iv. When done, click <OK>,

V. Select the best Resolution for your Monitor. Higtsebetter. For LCD's, select the "Native" Resalnti
Set Colors: Highest (32-bit). Click <OK> to exit.
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2) THEME: (Control Panel > Appearance and Personalization ersonalization > Theme)f desired, change
the Theme setting. Themes affect visuals, soumdspther elements. Click OK to exjSee my Vista Tips
for a guide on how the Themes and Color Schemest affsta speed.)

3) COLOR SCHEME: (Control Panel > Appearance and Personalization erfonalization > Windows color
and appearance)f Aero is on, you will be at the "Windows colonéappearance” window. If Aero is off,
you will be at the "Appearance Settings" windowddfkired, change the Color Scheme hiee the
"IMPROVE YOUR DISPLAY READABILITY section of myaVigps for details on Schemes & advanced
settings.")

4) TRANSPARENCY (Vista Aero only): (Control Panel > Appearance and Personalization ersonalization
> Windows color and appearancdj.running Vista Aero, you can turn off Transpargrat this time if
desired: (uncheckd Enable transparency"”. Click <OK> to exit).

5) CLEARTYPE: If you are using an LCD or Plasma Monitor, youwdbddurn on ClearType (Control Panel
> Appearance and Personalization > PersonalizatiofOpen classic appearance properties for more colo
options (Aero only)" > EffectsiCheck the box: ¥ Use the following method to smooth edges of screen
fonts”, and select “ClearType”.

6) IMPROVE DISPLAY READABILITY: If you want to customize various visual items tgiove the
readability of the display, this is the time toitld-or detailed instructions, see the "IMPROVE YOUR
DISPLAY READABILITY" section of my "VISTA TIPS" Shet

7) DESKTOP BACKGROUND: (Control Panel > Appearance and PersonalizatioPersonalization >
Desktop Background)Browse and choose a background. Click <OK> tb exi

8) SCREEN SAVER: (Control Panel > Appearance and PersonalizatioPersonalization > Screen Saver).
Set up your Screen Saver settingdl newer Monitors have a "Power Saver" featunaking a "Screen
Saver" unnecessary. If you want, just set the $c&er to "None" and in the Power P{@ontrol Panel >
System and Maintenance > Power Options > "Choosenwvth turn off the display”, choose: xx minutes.)

b. ADD/REMOVE ICONS ON THE DESKTOP:

1) System Icons: Show System Icons onto the DesktdRight-click Desktop > Personalize > Change
Desktop Icons Check boxes for all desired System Icons.

2) Regular Icons: Create Shortcuts on the Desktoprfgrfavorite Icons or Folders with a right-clickdan
drag.

3) Special Icons: Such as the "Printers" Icon, cafobed in the Control Panel's "Classic View" (ie:rfol
Panel > Classic View > Printers). Right-click andglall desired Icons to the Desktop.. When doaa, y
will want to restore the Control Panel to its "\disiome" view(Control Panel > Control Panel Home).

4) Custom Folders: For a cleaner Desktop, you cane@astom Folders for storing similar Program
Shortcuts (Right-click Desktop > New > Folddfpr example, | usually create a Desktop Foldeteazhl
"UTILITY Programs" for all my Utility, Anti-virusand Anti-spy program Icons. | also customize this
UTILITY Programs Icon by (Right-click Icon > propiess > Customize Tab > Change Icon button).
Select an Icon and click <OK>, <OK>. The new Icondge should be there.

5) Delete any unwanted Icons from the Desktop.

c. REBOOT: Be sure to Reboot at this point and then make alitbe new settings took correctly.

MOUSE optimizations: (Control Panel > Hardware and Sound > Mouse)
a.Buttons Tab: Set “double click’= slowest.

b.Pointers Tab: Select the LARGE or EXTRA LARGE Schkeon load and select a custom Pointer by browsing
for it. For better visibility, check the bo¥' Enable pointer shadow".

c. Pointer Options Tab: Set “pointer speed” = mediarfast. Under “Snap To”, check the bd¥ "Automatically
move pointer to default". For better visibility: €tk the box  Display pointer trails" and set as desired.

d.Wheel Tab: Set Wheel to “3 lines at a time”

e.Device Settings Tab: If on a Laptop, | suggest gisable the "Tap to Click" settingThe name varies with the
hardware).

f. Click <Apply> & <OK> to exit.
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8. FOLDER OPTIONSSET-UF
Default Folder View: This sets the preferred Defaidw for ALL folders. First go to any Standardléer and
choose your preferred view, then cli¢Qrganize > "Folder and Search Options" > View ta@lick <Apply to
Folders>). NOTE: Later you can change the view on each iddal folder and Vista will remember.
b. Folder View Options(Control Panel > Appearance and Personalization eldeer Options > View Tab)n the
"Advanced settings" box, make sure the boxes bal@xchecked as follows:
Check the following boxes:
M Display simple folder view in Navigation Pane.
® Show Hidden files and Folders.
Uncheck the following box:
[0 Hide extensions for known file types
Check the following boxes:
M Hide protected operating system files.
M Remember each folder's view settings.
M Show Drive Letters.
M Show encrypted or compressed NTFS Folders & iileplor.

9. WELCOME CENTER: (Control Panel > System and Maintenance > Welcorest&). After a 2nd
boot, you can stop the Welcome center from opeoimgach bootup by un-checking the bdxt Run at startup” in

the lower left of the Welcome center window.

10. DEVICE MANAGER: % Control Panel > System and Maintenance > Devi@niber).Look to make
sure there are no devices with exclamation marksstipn marks, or X's. If so, delete the bad entard reboot to

see if VISTA can re-detect & re-install the devi€s. Fix these issues before continuing.

11. REMOVE ANY UNNECESSARY PROGRAMS & FEATURES:
a. (Control Panel > Programs > Programs and FeatureRemove all unwanted programs including any Trial
programs like Norton or AOINOTE: Be sure to RESTART after each program removal
b. Optional: Click “Turn Windows features on or offivdhe left side panel. You'll get a list of Windswuilt-in
software, much of which you'll never use. If yoe &nowledgable, you can uncheck whatever you dueed.
Seewww.blackviper.confor a list.

12. START MENU:
a. Find the "Windows Explorer" Icon (Start>All ProgramAccessories). Right-click on the Icon & selean"®
Start Menu".

b. Find the “Command Prompt” Icon (Start>All Programseessories). Right-click on the Icon & selectri'Fo
Start Menu”. Right-click on the new "Command" Idarthe Start Menu and click (Properties > Shortabt>
Advanced button) and seleck"Run as Administrator".

c. Remove any unwanted Icons from the Start Menu.

13. TASKBAR:
a. Right-click any blank area of the Taskbar. Cliclolfaars, then click (to uncheck) any undesired Tadbike
"Yahoo or Google Search". If not already checkdidk: "v'Lock the Taskbar".
b. Quick Launch Bar: Add any desired Icons to the ®@uigunch Bar by right-clicking the desired Icontbe Start
Menu or Desktop and clicking "Add to Quick Launch'you cannot see the new Icons in the Quick L&unc
unlock the Taskbar, drag the Separator to the tigtit they are all visible, then relock the Taskba

14. WINDOWS FIREWALL: Make sure the Windows Firewall is turned on. (GolnPanel> Security >
Windows Firewall).

15. AUTOMATIC UPDATES, CONFIGURE:(Control Panel > Security > Under "Security Center"
click "Turn Automatic updating on or off"Jor most users, the best setting is "Automat®2. sure to check
the boxes for :® Include recommended updates........ " aAdUse Microsoft update”.

16. CONNECT TO THE NETWORK NOWTo continue, you must be on the internet.)
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17. GOBACK (optional):f desired, install the GoBack Program now. Thelmoot. Then do "Live Update" to
get the latest version. Then disable Windows Res{&ight-click Computer > Properties > System &cbon >

System Protection Tab) and uncheck all drives uhetomatic restore points{NOTE: You do not want two
different restore programs running. Choose one or the other).

18. RESTORE POINTThis is the time to create a Restore Point: Tatera Windows Restore point: (Control
Panel > System and maintenance > Backup and restoter > "Create a restore point or change sstfingTo

create a "GOBACK" restore point, do a shutdown/posi@vn and power up.

19. WINDOWS UPDATE.Run Windows Update frorfControl Panel > Security > Check for updates).

a. Keep_re-runningCheck for updates" until no more "Important" Upskaare foundWarning: Be sure to do a
“Shutdown/Power Down” after each batch of updatesrake sure the downloaded ones have installedéefo
downloading more. A "Restart" may NOT do the trick

b. Look at the "Recommended" and "Optional" updateslizking "view available updates". Double-clickoba
update to see more information about it. Clickkb& for each one you want to install, then click #install>
button. "Recommended" updates are usually suggsefedare updates to fix bugs and improve religbif
Vista. "Optional” updates are usually hardwareriypdates of some sofiNeither of these are mandatoryTp
see if features (like .net Framework 3.0) are ilisth go to Control Panel > Programs > Programscan
Features > "Turn Windows features on or off* andlat the list of installed features.

C. Make sure the Windows Security Center is happyn{@bPanel > Security > Security Center).

20. ACTIVATE VISTA: (Control Panel > System and maintenance > Syster(gearch: slui ).

21. FIREFOX: If desired, from the Administrator Account, instairefox, then:
a. Restore the Bookmarks and Add-on's:

1) If available, run MOZBACKUP to restore all settin@s import your back-up Bookmarks exported from
your old system).
2) Verify that MOZBACKUP restored all FIREFOX Extens®OK. If not, then manually reinstall them.
b. Make sure the “Download Options” setting is® ‘Always ask me where to save file{Firefox: Tools >
Options > Main > Downloads).
c. Set up all Firefox Options. See "Firefox Configioa" on my FIREFOX TIPS Sheet.
d. Be sure to do the Adobe reader fix for Firefox FDBee my FIREFOX TIPS Sheet.

22. THUNDERBIRD: From the Administrator Account, install Thundedyithen:
a. Restore mail Settings, Address books and Mail Mpssa
1) If available, run MOZBACKUP to restore each Thurmet profile’s data including all Settings, Address
Books, Mail Folders, and E-mail.
2) If MOZBACKUP is not available, import your previdys'exported" Address Books from your old system
(and say “so long” to your old email).
b. Manually restore the "backed up" and saved Sigeditler from your old system to
c:\Users\<UserName>\AppData\Roaming\Thunderbirai&tigrexxx.html or put in your Documents folder.
C. If no backups, manually configure the email setupThunderbirdSee my Thunderbird Configuration Sheet for
full instructions.
d. If you are trying to import an Outlook.pst file Tlhunderbird, you will need to import it into the ok 2007
program first so the Thunderbird Import Wizard ¢ it. If Outlook 2007 is not installed, you mag
stuck(Outlook 2003 may work)

23. WINDOWS MAIL or OUTLOOK 2007(windows mail replaces Outlook Express) If ndhgs

Thunderbird, configure one of these Mail clienar Windows Mail, hopefully you have a backed upyof
your exported “Outlook.pst” file from your old Oatik or Outlook Express. See microsoft article KR&492.).
If you will use Windows Mail, you will need to impoyour Outlook.pst file into Outlook2007 first,e&h import
that into Windows MailMy understanding is that Outlook 2003 will notttie job.
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24. MULTIMEDIA UTILITIES: From the Administrator Accouinstall and/or verify the latest version is
installed of:

JAVA Note: You may have to use IE7 instead of Firefox to install JAVA and you may have to do it from an Admin user.
Adobe FLASH (for Firefox)

Adobe FLASH (for IE)

ADOBE READER

DirectX 10

and if desired: Adobe SHOCKWAVE, WINAMP, QUICKTIE] & Realplayer Alternative (Be sure to
RESTART the PC after each one.).

-0 Q0o

25. ANTI-MALWARE: Download and install the following UtilitiesDetails are on the VIRUS~ MALWARE
TOOLS & TIPS sheet at www.jrmcknight.net.

a. AVG FREE 8.0 . From the Administrator Account, ddaad & install AVG Free (or your preferred) Antius
(AVG Free is fromhttp://free.grisoft.com/doc/}, then check & re-check for online updates untihmare
show up. Check & re-check for online updates urgilmore show up. Make sure the Windows Security
Center is happy (No RED shield). Be sure to comBgAdVG per the VIRUS~MALWARE TOOLS & TIPS
sheet at www.jrmcknight.net.

b. SPY-BOT Search & Destroy
c. SPYWARE BLASTER
d. SECUNIA PERSONAL SOFTWARE INSPECTOR

e. McAfee SITE ADVISOR (separately for IE and for Hivg) Note: Site Advisor does not play well with AVG
8.0.

26. WINDOWS MEDIA PLAYER:Open WMP, configure & update. Be sure to UN-CHE®BE box
"0 Download Usage rights automatically.....".

27. WINDOWS/MSN MESSENGEROpen Messenger, configure your Logon and import gaved
contacts from the Backup Disk or CD.

28. ADOBE PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTSnstall & do the Web updategDo this before doing the
printer driver installs because of PIM 11).

29. PRINTER SOFTWARE & DRIVERS:Warning: Install from Printer CD’s only if the lalsays it
supports Vista! Do not connect your printer until instructed by the Install Wizard!!!
a. Be sure to download and install all the latestehsy patches, and printer software from your Primtig’s
Website, not from the Printer's Clote: EPSON Printers: You can restore EPSON prgnpreferences from

your Backup drive or CD to C:\ProgramData\EPSON\«iv@rinter>\xxxxxxxx.ucf ((UCF Files are the Printer
Preferences files for Epson Printers.)

b. If you have multiple printers, be sure to selectohtprinter is to be the DEFAULT printer.
c. From each printer's Properties Window, send a Pagie to the printer.

30. MAJOR APPLICATION PROGRAMS, as desired:

a. MICROSOFT OFFICE 200x from CD. Do Windows Updatesesal times to get all Office Updates. Be sure to
ACTIVATE Microsoft Office.

POWERPOINT VIEWER, download from support.microsaftn and install, ppviewer.exe
LOTUS SMARTSUITE from CD. Set up Wordpro preferend®olbars, Smarticons, etc.
PRINTSHOP from CD.

ROXIO CD CREATOR 10.0 or NERO

POWER DVD.

ACRONIS TRUE IMAGE

@rooo00o

31. MISC UTILITIES: From the Administrator Account, install the follog. (See the UTILITY PROGRAMS
sheet for details:
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CODESTUFF STARTER
BELARC ADVISOR

S| SANDRA
CCLEANER

32. USER APPLICATION PROGRAMS-rom the Administrator Account, install User pras like:
a. SKYPE from www.skype.com (Skip the new user screersthen set up your log-on data)
b. Photo Programs.
C. Audacity.

33. APPLICATION PROGRAM UPDATESDo a "Check for Updates" on ALL application
programs.

oo oW

34. EVENT VIEWER:Review the Event Viewer logs and resolve any erfound.(Right-click Computer >
Manage > Event ViewerCheck both System and Application Logs for errors

35. ANTI-VIRUS ANTI-SPYWARE SCANS:Run a full set of Anti-malware scans, including 8ader &

the Secunia Personal Software Inspector.

36. TESTING:

Verify that all user data files are accessible freach and every Application Program.
Check that sounds are working OK. Windows Medig/@& ahould work.

Try test prints from each application program tolreprinter

Try a test scan on any Scanners.

Load & play a Music CD.

Test that a DVD movie plays OK

Try burning a CD & DVD.

Test all email functions and verify that the Sigmatfile works OK.

37. Set up ADDITIONAL USERS.

From the Administrator Account, create any otheetUsccounts (All should be Standard)

Repeat Step 6 (Display/Desktop Set-up) for eachr.Use

See my Vista Tips sheet for copying user profitesifone account to another.

Configure Windows Mail or Thunderbird email for &ddser.(For Thunderbird, see my Thunderbird
Configuration Checkilist).

€. Select the default Printer for each user.

S@"meo0oTy

oo oo’

38. DEFRAG:Note: Vista continuously defrags the C Drilfeyou want to do a manual defrag , use the Contman
prompt. This is the only way can get a Repd@e sure to right-click the "Command Prompt" Icdren click "Run
as Aministrator” or it will fail to run.

defragc: -a -v  gives you an analysis anebart
defrag c: -w -v  gives you a full defrag anceport
defragc: - ? gives you a list of all #adale options.

39. HIBERNATE & STANDBY: Verify that “Hibernate” and “Standby” both work OK.

40. BACKGROUND PROGRAMSTurn off any unnecessary background programs eicear using the
“STARTER” Utility Program.(Seewww.blackviper.conmfor Windows services

41. BACKUP's:At this point it is a good idea to measure your et up time and then do a full image back-up
of your new install to an external Hard-drive adlwe User data backup to CD or DVD to save o#-$ir safe
keeping.
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