Writing introductory leads – The Universal Statement

Writers sometimes refer to the lead as the hook.  The opening of an essay should hook the reader and make her want to read on.   Studies have shown that the most effective way to hook a reader is to tell her how the topic relates to her life.  There are more or less 6 types of leads that are appropriate for formal essays

1) Narrative lead – lures the reader with a compelling story.  Narrative leads wrap information in the humanity of a personal anecdote.  The only problem here is  time and space.

“There was no good reason to expect Dazed and Confused, the second film from Slacker director Richard Linklater, to become a pop culture phenomenon when filming began in Austin in June 1992.  The only recognizable faces in the ensemble cast were bitchy teen villainesses from low-rated soaps and a 16 year old super-model who had no lines. “

“Another Easter Sunday in the Cathedral.  Hushed voices. Amens.  People holding hands and praying.  At the end, all of them rising as one and screaming, “My God, it’s a miracle.

Church?

Hell, no.  Augusta National.  It was Phil Mickelson’s win at the Masters.”

2) Quotation lead – brings a conversational tone to an essay with a quote that lures the reader.

“ America is not like England, for here no man thinks himself your superior.”

3) The question lead – intrigues the reader by posing on or more direct quotations.

a. Stay away from “have you ever…?”

4) The logical lead – statistics impress readers.  (logos)

“Actress Elizabeth Hurley had one.  So did super-model Claudia Schiffer.  Ex-Spice girl Victoria Beckham and singer Toni Braxton had two each.  They’re so popular in Brazil that the only way you don’t get one is if your doctor gets stuck in traffic.  What all these women had are c-sections.”

5) The imagine lead  - asks the reader to imagine something

“Imagine a world where you were guaranteed success in relation to your hard work.  This is the world John Downe found in America in the early 19th century.”

6) The associational lead  - uses an aphorism, or tells how the topic is universal

“The further back in time we travel in our minds, the more we rely on photographs to fill in the gaps.  How many of us can remember much of our early childhood without prompting from the family album?”

“Like skydiving, childbirth and a root canal, baseball games between the Yankees and the Red Sox are life experiences that are impossible to fathom vicariously.”

